PCSI TI ON PAPER

PSYCHI ATRY

"Psychiatry nust stop its vast nystification of the people and get
down to work!"
--Cl aude Steiner, Radical Psychiatry Manifesto

The work of psychiatry, according to its nanme, is "soul-healing."
(Psyche = soul + iatria = healing) Qur anxiety- discrimnation- and
vi ol ence-filled society frustrates enough hopes to nmake peopl e sick
to their very souls. Psychiatry could potentially be a novenent for
radi cal, enlightened change. Instead, it has sided wth powerful
established interests. Psychiatrists have nystified people into
bl am ng thenselves for their owmm msery, and have failed to chall enge
seriously basic social injustices.

As judges of "sanity", psychiatrists are given the power to
deci de whose opinions are valid and should be |istened to, whose
are crazy or deviant and should be ignored.

As "doctors", psychiatrists can prescribe drugs to change people's
noods and behavi ors--to make them docile, to deaden their frustration
or their power to act against it--and can claimthat they're doing
this to help! They are truly the nodern G and | nquisitors.

VWhat ever psychiatry's claimof the "scientific approach” to human
nature, it has generally not risen above common prejudice. For
exanpl e, when psychiatrists study fat people, they study people
whose |ives have been haunted by prejudi ce; who knows how fat people
woul d behave if they were free to grow up with self respect? How can
psychi atrists be sure that the behaviors of unhappy people are the
cause of their problens?

Psychiatrists paste the dignity of science onto every-day
prejudi ce. Unless they comrt thenselves to be advocates of the
oppressed and alienated, psychiatrists are very dangerous i ndeed.
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